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FEEEDOMi FROMi SIN

Dr Talmage Depicts Struggle of

Liberationo
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In this discourse Dr Taltnage de ¬

picts the struggle of a man who de-

sires
¬

liberation from the enthrall-
ment of evil and shows how he may-
be set free text Proverbs 2335

e When shall I awake I will seek it
yet again

With an insight into human nature
such as no other man ever had Sol-
omon

¬

in these words is sketching the
mental processes of a man who has I

stepped aside from the path of rec-
titude

¬

and would like to return
Wishing for something better he
says When shall 1 awake When
shall I get over this horrible night ¬

mare of iniquity But seized upon
by an uneradieated appetite and
pushed down hill by his passions he
cries out I will seek it yet again
I will try it once more

About a mile from Princeton N
J there is a skating pond One win ¬

ter day when the ice was very thin
a farmer living near by warned the
young men of the danger of skating
at that time They nil took the
warning except one young man He
in the spirit of bravado saidstruckkhis lifeless body was brought up And

t in all matters of temptation and al ¬

lurement it is not a prolongation
that is proposed but only just one
more indulgence just one more sin
Then comes the fatality Alas for-
th one round more 1 will seek it
yet again

Our libraries are adorned with ele ¬

r= gant literature addressed to young
men pointing out to them all the dan ¬

gers and perils of lifecomplete
maps of the voyage of lifethe
quicksandsBut

v shipwrecked suppose he is already
oil the track suppose he tins already
gone astray how can he get back
That is a question that remains un ¬

answered and amid all the books of
the libraries 1 find not one word on
that subject To that class of per¬

sons I this day address myself
You compare what you are now

with what you were three or four
years ago and you are greatly dis ¬

heartened You are ready with every
passion of your soul to listen to a
discussion like this Be of good
cheer Your best days are yet to4come I offer you the hand of wel-
come

¬

and rescue 1 put the silver
trumpet of the gospel to my lips and

1 sUJingVhosoec1
let him come now The church of
God is ready to spread a banquet
upon your return and all the
hierarchs of Heaven fall into line of
bannered procession over your re-
demption

¬

Years ago and while yet Albert
Barnes was living I preached in his
pulpit one night to the young men
of Philadelphia In the opening of
my discourse I said 0 Lord give
me one soul tonight At the close
of the service Mr Barnes introduced
a young matt saying This is the
young man you prayed for But 1
see now it was too limited a prayer

So far as God may help me I 1pro ¬

pose to show what are the obstacles
to your return and how you are to
surmount those obstacles The first
difficulty in the way of your return
is the force of moral gravitation
Just as there Is a natural law which
brings down to earth anything you
throw into the air so there is a cor¬

responding moral gravitation I
never shall forget a prayer I heard a
young man make in the Young liens
Christian association of New York
With trembling voice and streaming
eyes he said 0 God Thou knowest
how easy it is for me to do wrong
and how hard it is for me to do
right God help me That man
knows not his own heart who hasgravitation ¬

In your boyhood you had good asso ¬

ciates and bad associates Which most
impressed you During the last few
years you have heard pure anecdotes
and impure anecdotes Which the
easiest stuck In your memory You
have had good habits and bad habits

ea3i1Jield1be resisted Just as you may pick up
anything from the earth and hold it
in your hand toward heaven just so
by the power of Gods grace a fallen
soul may be lifted toward peace to-
ward pardon toward salvation The
force of moral gravitation is in every-
one of us but also power in Gods grace
to overcome that

The next thing orceII

return is the power of evil habitt 1

know there are those who say it is
very easy for theta to give up evil hab ¬

w

its I cannot believe them Here is s
man given to intoxication who knows
it is disgracing his family destroying
his property and ruining him body
mind and soul If that man an intel ¬

ligent man lend loving his family could
give up that habit would he not d-
oUJThe fact that he does not give

a it up proves that it is hard to give it
up It is a very easy thing tosail down
tr l1mthe tide carrying you with

jjireat force but suppose you turn the
11 boat up stream is it sc easy then to

I row ft1 As long as we yleld to tin
evil inclfnitJions in our heart and
pur bail habits we are sailing toII
origamibut tfuJ moment we tr3 J

tiara yye put our boat JB the rapids
i

er

just above Niagara and try to row up
stream

A physician tells his patient that he
must quit the use of tobacco as it is
destroying his health The man re-
plies

¬

I can stop that habit easy
enough He quits the use of tha weed
He goes around not knowing what to
do with himself lIe cannot add up a
column of figures he cannot sleep
nights It seems as if the world had
turned upside down Ill feels his busi-
ness is going to ruin Where he was
kind and obliging he is scolding anti
fretful The composure that charac ¬

terized him has given way to a fret¬

ful restlessness and he has become a
complete fidget What power Is it
that has rolled a ware of woe over
the earth and shaken a portent in the
heavens He has quit tobacco After
awhile hs says I am going to do as
I please The doctor does not under ¬

stand my case I am going back to my
old habits And he returns Every-
thing

¬

assumes its usual composureTheIecomes an attractive place to
live in His children seeing the dif-
ference

¬

hail the retur of their fa ¬

thers genial disposition What wave
of color has dashed blue into the sky
and greenness into the mountain foil ¬

age and the glow of sapphire into the
sunset What enchantment has lift ¬

ed a world of beauty and joy on his
soul He has resumed tobacco

The fact is we nil know in our own
experience that habit is a taskmaster
As long as we obey it it docs not chas
Use us but let us resist and we find
that we are lashed with scorpion whips
and bound with ship cable and thrown
into the track of bonebrenking Jug ¬

gernauts
Suppose a man of five or ten or

twenty years of evildoing resolves to
do right why are all the forces of dark ¬

ness allied against him He gets down
on his knees in the midnight and cries

God help me He bites his lip lie
grinds his teeth He clinches his fist
in a determination to keep to his pur ¬

pose He dare not look at the bottles
in the window of a wine store It is
oue long bitter exhaustive handto
hand fight with inflamed tantalizing
merciless habit When he thinks he is
entirety free the old inclination
pounces upon Julia like a packof
hounds all their muzzles tearing away
at the flanks of one poor reindeer

In Paris there is a sculptured rep ¬

resentation of Bacchus the god of
revelry lie is riding on a panther
at full leap Oh how suggestive
Let every one who is speeding on
bad ways understand he is not rid ¬

ing a docile and wellbroken steed
bu that he is riding n monster wild
nUll bloodthirsty and going at a
leach leap

I have also to say ifa man wants
to return from evil practices society
repulses him The prodigal wishing
to return tries to take some profes ¬

sor of religion by the hand The
professor of religion looks at him
looks at the faded apparel and the
sparks of dissipation and instead of
giving him a firm grip of the hand
offers him the tip end of the longer
fingers of the left hand which is
equal to striking a man In the fact
Oh how few Christian people under-
stand

¬

how much gospel there is in a
good honest handshaking Some ¬

times when you have felt the need
of encouragement and some Chris ¬

thin man has taken you heartily by
the hand have you not felt thrilling
through every fiber of your body
mind and soul an encouragement
that was just what jou needed

The prodigal wishing to get into
good society enters a prayer meet ¬

ing Some good man without much
sense greets him by saying Why
are you here You are about the
last person that I expected to see in
a prayer meeting Well the dying
thief was sawed and there is hope
for you You do not know anything
about this unless you have learned
that when a man tries to return
from evil courses of couduct he runs
against repulsions innumerable

1 think also that men are often
hindered from returning bj the fact
thit churches arc anxious about
their membership too anxious about
their denomination and they rush
out when they see a man about to
thc up sin and return to God and
ask him how he is going to be bap ¬

tized whether b3 sprinkling or im ¬

mersion and what kind of a church
he is going to join It is a poor time
to talk about Presbyterian catechism
and Episcopal liturgies and Metho ¬

dist love feasts and Baptist immer ¬

sions when a man is about to come
out of the darkness of sin into the
glorious light of the Gospel

Why it reminds me of a man
drowning in the sea and a lifeboat
puts out for him and time man in the
boat says to the man in the water
Now if I get you ashore are you

going to live in my street First
get him ashore and then talk to him
about the nonessentials of religion
Who cares what church he joins if
he only joins Christ and starts for
Heaven Oh you my brother of
illumined face nnd a hearty grip forhizItion shake the book remembering
that he that convertcth a sinner
from the error of his ways shall save

la soul from death and hide a multi ¬

tude of slnsv
Sow I have shown you these ob-

stacles because 1 want you to under-
stand r know all the difficulties in the
way But 1 am now going to tell you
how Hannibal may scale the Alps and
how the shackles may be unriveted
and how the paths of virtue forsaken
may be regained First of all throw
yourself on God Go to Him frankly
and earnestly and tellHirathesehabits
you have and ask Him if there is any
help naU the resources of omnipo ¬

tent love to give it to you Do not
ffo on with a long rigjmarole ybich
ome people call prayermadeup pj

I ohs and ahs nnd forever and foreverhelpI I
was at Antietam with other members
of the Christian commission to look
after the wounded 1 went into the
hospital after the battle and 1 said
to a man Where are you hurt He
made no answer but held up his arm

I
swollen and splintered 1 saw wlierr

IwhtnII

do is to hold it up before a sympathetic
Lord and get it healed It does not
take any long prayer Just hold up
the wound It is no small thing whn
a man is nervous and weak and ex¬

hausted coming from lis evil ways
to fee that God puts two omnipotcrt
arms about hint and says

Young man 1 will siland by yru
The mountains may depart rid the
hills be removed but I will never fail
you And then as the soul thinks the
news is too good to be true and cannot
believe it and looks up in Gods face

I
God lifts His right hand and takes
an affidavit makes an oath saying

As I live saith the Lord I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked
Blessed be God for such Gospel as this
Cut the slices thin says the wife

to the husband for there will not
be enough to go around for all the
children Cut the slices thin liles ed
be God there is a full loaf for every-
one that wants it Bread and enough
to spare No thin slices on the Lords
tableI that while living in Phil ¬

adelphia at the time I spoke of a min-
ute

¬

I ago the vaster Street hospital
I
was opened and a telegram was re-
ceived

¬

saying There will be 300
wounded men tonight Please take
care of them From n > 3 church there
went out 20 or 30 men anti woiiu a As
the poor wounded men wore brought
in no one nuked them from what state
they came or what was their parent ¬

age There was a wounded soldier
and the only question was how to take
off the rags most gently and putt oil
the cool bandage and administer the
cordial And when a soul conies to
God He does not ask where yon came
from or what your ancestry was Heal ¬

ing bRIm for all your wounds pardon
for all your guilt comfort for all your
troublesThen

also I counsel you if you
want to get back quit all your bad
associates One unholy intimacy will
fill your soul with mural distemper
In all the ages of the church there
has not been an instance where a mac
kept one evil associate and was re
formedamong the 1000000000 of the
race not one instance Give up your
bad companions or give up heaven It
is not ten bad companions that destroy
a man nor five bud companions nor
three but one

What chance is there for the young
man I sow along the street four or
the young men with him in front of
a grogshop urging him to go in he
resisting vehemently resisting until
after awhile they forced him to po
ill IIt was n summer night and the
door was left open and 1 saw the
process They held him fast and they
put the cup to his lips and they forced
down the strong drink What chance
is there for such a young man

I counsel you also to seek Christian
advice Every Christian man is hound
tohelp you If he declines to help you
he Is not a Christian Now gather up
all your energies of body mind
and soulstud appealing to God
for success declare t1Lis Jay ever ¬

lastingwar against ulleil in ¬

fluences A half work will amount
to nothing it must be a Waterloo
Shrink back nowand you are lost
Push on and you are saved A Spar

j tan general fell at the very moment
jj of victory but he dipped his finger In
I
I
j

IrockIconquered Though your struggle to
get rid of sin may seem to be almost a

IIdea th struggle you can dip your finger
j
j
I
in your own blood and write on the
Rock of Ages Victory throughour
Lord Jesus Christ

Some one said to a Grecian gen ¬

eral What was the proudest mo-

ment
¬

of your life He thought a
IproudlstIj
i moment was when I sent word home
j to my parents that 1 lend gained tIe
jvictor3 And the gladdest and most
brilliant moment in your life will be
the moment when you can send word

I

to your parents that you have con ¬

quered the evil habits b3 time grace of
God and become eternal victor

Oh despise not parental anxiety
The time will come when YOU will
have neither father nor mother and
you will go around the place where
they used to watch you and find them
gone from the house and gone from
the field nnd gone from the neighbor¬

hood Cry as loud for forgiveness as
you may over the mound in the
churchyard they cannot answer
Dead Dead And then you will
take out the white lock of hair that
was cut from your mothers brow
just before they buried her and you
will take the cane with which your
father used to walk and you will
think and think and wish that you
had done just as they wanted you
and would give the world if you hat
never thrust a pang through their
dear old hearts

God pity the young man who has
brought disgrace on his fathers
name God pity the young man who
has broken his mothers heart Bet ¬

ter that he had never been born Bet¬

ter if in the first hour of his life in ¬

stead of being laid against the warm
bosom of maternal tenderness he
had been coffined and sepulchered
There is no balm powerful enough to
real the heart of one who hes
brought parents to a sorrowful grave
and who wanders about through the
dismal cemetery crying Mother
mother Oh that today by all the
memories of the past aai by all the
hopes of the future you would yield

yourfathers
be your God forever

With many millions of families Syrup of Figs has become the
ideal home laxative The combination is a simple and wholesomeSyrupCompany
which have commended it to the favorable consideration of the
most eminent physicians and to the intelligent appreciation of all
whoagentsSyrupgently with ¬perfectfreedom

In the process manufacturing figs are used as they are
pleasant to the taste but the medicinally laxative principles of the
combination are obtained from plants known to act most bene¬

ficially on the system
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CONGRESSMEN AND MOURNING I

Alt Vonld Ilnvc Worn Crape Fifty I

Ycnra Alto for Ireldnt
Dentil I

Fifty years ago members of con-
gress

¬

fond of the senate would have
beenvcompellcd 113 public opinion to
wcarigrnpe on their nrmx for 30 days
after jtlie death of a president rt
marked an exmember who had
served before the civil wnr accord ¬

ing to atww York Times
Up bfaboutlSuO whenever a mem ¬

ber oflcongress died the resolution of
sympathy with his family invariably
carried with It a provision that mem ¬

bers should wear mourning Deaths
of members were of course less fre ¬

quent for the congressional body was
numerically smaller Indeed the in ¬

crease of the membership which led
naturally to a higher death rate was
the direct cause of abolishing the
customA of members of congres
now die every year and it was not
thought advisable to keep members
of thehouse and senate in practically
perpetual mourning

h
An Austrian Accident

Among the accidents reported in
Austria recently was the case of a
workman who walked along the road
smoking a pipe with a 50pound bag
of gunpowder on his back
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TO JUDGE AN OPAL

Deilrable Qnalltlea That Lend Value
to the Sow Popular Un-

lucky Stone

An expert on opal mining has recent ¬

ly explained how the opal is judged
as to quality and desirability First
he says color Is of the greatest im ¬

portance Red fire or red In combina ¬

tion with yellow blue and green are
the best Blue by Itself is quite val-

ueless
¬

nnd the green opal is not of
great value unless the color is very
vivid and the pattern very good The
color must be true that Is to say it
must not run in streaks or patches
alternating with a colorless or Inferior
quality Patern is described as be-

ing
¬

nn Important factor the several
varieties being known as pinfirc
when the grain Is very small harle-
quin

¬

when the color is all small
squares the more regular the better
and the flashfire or flashopal
when the color shows as a single flash
or in very large pattern Harelquin
is the most common and is also pop ¬

ninny considered the most beautiful
When the squares of color are regu ¬

lar s nd show as distinct minute checks
of red yellow blue and green it is
considered magnificent Some stones
show betteron edge than on top
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